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WE  begin  this  series  of  publications  with  the  hope  and 
intention  of  bringing  to  light  some  of  the 
stored-up  treasures  of  our  country,  in  the  shape 
of  unpublished  letters,  diaries  and  documents,  of  historical 
or  family  interest,  without  special  limitations  as  to  dates.  In 
this  way  we  expect  to  be  able  to  assist  in  some  degree  towards 
making  history. 

Of  the  eleven  letters  in  this  issue  we  are  indebted  to  J. 
Ewing  Mifflin,  Esq.,  for  those  of  the  Franklin  family.  To 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Mifflin  we  owe  also  the  Washington 
letter.  Captain  John  Steele’s  lively  account  of  matters  at 
the  Morristown  Headquarters  is  contributed  by  one  of  our 
own  number,  his  descendant,  Miss  Susan  Carpenter  Frazer, 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
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No.  I. 


[It  is  perhaps  well  to  mention  that  Susanna  Wright  (1697-1782), 
to  whom  this  and  other  letters  were  addressed,  was  one  of  the  noted 
women  of  the  province,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  James 
Logan  and  his  wife,  and  of  many  other  famous  people  both  here  and 
in  England.  A sketch  of  Susanna  Wright,  with  letters  from  and  to 
her,  will  be  issued  shortly.] 


Philada,  July  11,  1752. 

Madam: 

I should  sooner  have  answered  your  Fav’r  of  the  27th 
past  but  that  I have  been  in  daily  Expectation  of  getting 
home  the  Piece  you  desired  which  is  lent  to  a Friend.  I 
hope  to  have  it  ready  for  the  next  Post. 

In  mean  time  I send  you  two  Pamphlets  in  which  you 
will  have  the  Pleasure  to  see  a most  impudent  Imposture 
detected,  and  the  Honour  of  our  great  Poet  vindicated. 

I send  also  Christianity  not  founded  on  Argument,  a piece 
that  has  made  a great  noise  and  received  many  answers,  in  a 
supposition  that  it  favours  Infidelity  under  the  Guise  of 
recommending  Faith. 

We  have  had  excessive  hot  weather  now  near  two  weeks. 
My  Thermometer  has  been  almost  every  Day  at  94  or  95 
one  at  97  which  is  but  3 degrees  short  of  the  hot  Sunday 
June  1 8th  1749.  This  Town  is  a mere  Oven.  How  hap- 
pily situated  are  our  Friends  at  Hempfield ! I languish  for 
the  Country,  for  Air  and  Shade  and  Leisure,  but  Fate  has 
doom’d  me  to  be  stifled  and  roasted  and  teased  to  death  in 
a City.  You  would  not  regret  the  want  of  City  conversa- 
tion if  you  considered  that  9/0  of  it  is  Impertinence. 
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My  Wife  joins  in  tendering  our  best  Respects  to  you  and 
your  good  Brothers. 

Your  intimating  to  me  wherein  I can  serve  you,  needs  no 
Apology,  as  if  it  were  giving  me  Trouble,  for  it  really 
affords  me  Pleasure  and  therefore  a Favour  for  which  I 
must  acknowledge  myself 

Your  obliged  Friend 
& Servant 

B.  Franklin. 
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No.  II. 

Philada,  June  26,  1755. 

Dear  Friend: 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  the  Flour  is  mostly  if  not  all  got 
up  to  Conegocheeg,  & that  you  have  so  good  a Prospect  of 
getting  Waggons  to  forward  it  to  Wills’s  Creek. 

The  Governor  has  sent  down  the  Bill  and  proposes  to 
pass  it  with  about  30  Amendments,  of  which  one  is  that  the 
Commissioners  named  in  the  Act  to  dispose  of  the  5000  £ 
for  Roads,  Indian  Expenses  &c  shall  lay  out  none  of  the 
money  without  his  Consent.  Another  that  the  10000  £ given 
to  General  Braddock  with  the  5000  £ be  sunk  in  5 years. 
Another  that  the  money  arising  from  the  Excise  during 
the  remaining  5 years  be  not  disposed  of  without  the  Gover- 
nor's Consent.  Another  that  the  Treasurer  S.  Preston 
Moore,  be  named  in  the  Bill  to  continue  till  another  be 
appointed  by  Act  of  Assembly  &c  & c &c.  The  House  adhere 
to  their  Bill  & will  send  it  up  again  tho’  without  any  Hopes 
of  its  Passing.  They  are  pleased  however  to  find  that  the 
Mask  is  now  forced  off  and  that  not  one  word  is  mentioned 
of  King’s  Instructions  which  have  long  been  made  a Pre- 
tense to  harass  us,  but  the  Governor  is  willing  for  a Bill  to 
make  Paper  money  without  a reclaiming  Clause  &c  provided 
we  comply  with  the  Proprietary  Instructions,  and  agree  not 
to  chuse  our  own  Officers  nor  make  use  of  our  own  money 
without  his  Consent — We  should  not  have  had  this  Clearing 
up  of  Things,  if  we  had  not  sent  him  the  original  Royal 
Approbation  of  Gov.  Thomas’s  Act,  which  deprived  him  of 
all  the  old  Subterfuges — My  Love  to  all  the  Good  Folks  on 
both  sides  the  River. 

I am  with  sincere  Esteem  & Affection  Dr.  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

B.  Frankun. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  Johnny’s  success. 

Mr.  James  Wright, 
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No.  m. 


Monday  morning. 

Dear  Mm: 

I thought  from  the  first  that  your  proposal  of  calling  the 
several  Townships  together  was  very  judicious.  I was  only 
at  a Loss  how  to  get  them  called  by  some  Appearance  of 
Authority.  On  the  Road  from  your  House  hither,  I con- 
sidered that  at  the  Court  of  Oyer  & Terminer  here,  there 
would  probably  be  Constables  from  most  of  the  Townships 
and  if  the  Chief  Justice  could  be  prevailed  on  to  recommend 
it  from  the  Bench,  that  the  Constables  should  immediately 
call  the  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  Townships  together, 
perhaps  the  business  might  by  that  means  be  effectually  done 
I know  not  whether  he  will  think  a Person  in  his  Station, 
can  in  Court  regularly  intermeddle  in  such  Affairs  but  I 
shall  endeavor  to  persuade  him  to  it,  as  strict  Forms,  ought, 
in  my  opinion  be  disregarded  in  Cases  of  Necessity — 1 
The  Dutche  Advertisement  iscomposing  and  will  be  printed 
in  two  or  three  Hours,  as  Mr.  Dunlap  tells  me.  I have 
taken  the  liberty  of  detaining  your  Servant  so  long,  after 
inquiring  & being  informed  by  him  that  his  immediate 
Return  was  not  absolutely  necessary.  I am  with  the  greatest 
Esteem  and  Respect  Mm 

Your  most  humb'l  Serv’t 

B.  Franklin. 

[To  Miss  Susanna  Wright.] 
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No.  IV. 


Philada,  July  3,  1755. 

Dear  Friend: 

Before  this  reaches  you  you  will  have  heard  that  the 
Blouse  is  adjourned.  A Bill  to  strike  £10,000  Exchange 
Money  is  pass’d  & nothing  else  done.  I spoke  several  times 
to  the  Speaker  and  Committee  about  sending  you  some 
Money  by  the  Return  of  the  Members  ; but  Mr.  McConaughy 
slipt  away  without  Leave  and  so  without  their  knowledge ; 
and  afterwards  the  business  slipt  their  Memory.  I have 
now  communicated  your  last  Letter,  and  200  £ is  put  into 
my  Hand  to  send  you.  My  wife  goes  tomorrow  to  Lan- 
caster & will  carry  it  so  far.  Let  me  know  how  much  more 
you  will  want  & it  shall  be  sent  by  next  Post. 

The  Speaker  has  not  return’d  me  your  Letter  so  I may 
possibly  forget  some  Particulars  I ought  to  answer.  I am 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  Mischief  on  the  Frontier,  but  we  must 
expect  more  of  that  kind.  We  have  just  heard  that  the 
French  Fleet  with  4000  Land  Forces  are  block’d  up  in 
Louisburg  by  Adm.  Boscawen,  which  I hope  may  prove  true. 
My  love  to  your  good  Family  in  which  my  Wife  joins,  as 
well  as  to  yourself,  with 

Your  affectionate  Friend 
and  Servant 

B.  Franklin. 

(Outer  address)  To  Mr.  James  Wright 

Free  Hempfield. 

B.  Franklin. 
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No.  V. 


Philada  Nov  21  1758 

Madam : 

Your  guests  all  got  well  home  to  their  Families  highly 
pleased  with  their  Journey  and  with  the  Hospitality  of 
Hempfield. 

When  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I mentioned  a 
new  kind  of  Candles  very  convenient  to  read  by,  which  I 
think  you  said  you  had  not  seen : I take  the  Freedom  to 
send  you  a Specimen  of  them.  You  will  find  that  they 
afford  a clear  white  Light,  may  be  held  in  the  Hand  even 
in  hot  weather,  without  softening;  that  their  Drops  do  not 
make  Grease  Spots  like  those  from  common  Candles ; that 
they  last  much  longer  and  need  little  or  no  snuffing.  I may 
add,  what  will  be  another  Recommendation  of  them  to  you 
that  they  are  the  Manufacture  of  our  own  country  being 
wrought  at  Marcus  Hook. 

In  the  magazine  of  August  I find  that  the  magnificent 
King  of  Portugal  has  raised  his  Marble  Aqueduct  near  100 
foot  higher  than  your  Chicaselungo.  It  must  be  a most 
stupendous  Work.  I send  you  the  Prospect  of  it. 

Accept  an  Almanack  for  the  New  Year  with  my  hearty 
Wishes  that  it  may  prove  a happy  one  to  you  and  your 
Friends.  I am 

Madam 

Your  obliged  hum1  Serv’t 

B.  Franklin. 
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No.  VI. 

London,  July  g,  1759 

Dear  Sir: 

By  the  Cornelia,  Capt.  Smith,  I sent  you  in  a Box  to  Mrs. 
Franklin 


£. 

s.  d. 

Norden’s  Egypt,  cost 

4 

4 0 

Maintenon’s  Letters  & a Book  of  Husb’y 

0 

6 0 

A Thermometer 

1 

11  6 

£6 

1 6 

which  I hope  got  safe  to  hand.  There  has  been  at  my 
House  one  Mary  James  who  was  taken  from  Juniata  about 
3 years  & a half  since,  and  carried  by  the  Indians  to  Canada 
was  redeem’d  from  them  by  Col.  Schuyler  & got  among 
the  French  ; was  sent  with  other  Prisoners  to  old  France, 
and  after  living  there  15  Months,  got  over  hither.  She  tells 
me  she  left  two  Children  with  you  & your  good  Sister,  whom 
she  is  very  desirous  of  seeing.  I am  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a Passage  for  her. 

I wrote  to  you  some  time  since  concerning  the  Silk  Affair. 
For  public  Matters  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  Let- 
ters to  the  Speaker  having  now  only  time  to  add  that  I am, 
with  affectionate  Regards  to  all  Friends,  at  the  River. 

Your  most  obedient  Servant 
B.  Franklin. 

Billy  presents  his  Respects. 

Mr.  Wright. 
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No.  VII. 


My  very  good  Friend: 

I received  your  very  polite  letter  but  could  not  answer  it, 
no  more  than  I could  flatter  myself  that  I was — I wont  say 
what  I was  going  to — but  if  you  think  that  I have  anything 
in  me  that  has  the  least  resemblance  of  yourself  you  do 
me  honour.  Last  night  I received  yours  by  the  Wagoner. 
I have  got  the  Candles.  I hope  they  will  prove  good.  The 
Chandler  says  they  are,  the  most  part,  deer's  tallow.  I have 
bespoke  a line  and  will  take  care  to  send  it  up,  as  I will, 
from  time  to  time,  everything  that  you  or  yours  shall  want 
which  may  be  got  from  Boston  to  South  Carolina  or  else- 
where. (Is  not  this  very  grand  talk?)  My  love  to  Sister 
Taylor.  Tell  her  I have  been  to  see  her  son;  he  is  well  and 
says  he  will  write  to  her.  Tell  Mrs.  Wright  I have  not 
received  a letter  for  her  as  yet.  Do  let  me  know  her  maiden 
name  and  her  sister’s  and  I will  see  if  we  can  find  a letter 
or  some  news.  I shall  go  that  way  soon  I think. 

My  love  to  your  Brother’s  family  over  the  river  and  to 
all  at  your  house.  Mrs.  Smith  and  Duffield  give  their  love 
to  you ; their  Children  are  down  with  the  Smallpox.  They 
were  inoculated  and  like  to  do  well.  My  Papa  is  well  and 
bids  me  tell  you  all  that  he  loves  you  all.  My  Sally  is  well 
but  is  at  John  Bartram’s.  My  Mother  is  well  and  gives  her 
love  to  you  without  a Compliment.  I love  and  honour  you 
and  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  serve  you  while  I am 

D.  Franklin. 

[From  Mrs.  Franklin  to  Miss  Wright.] 
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No.  VIII. 


July  14,  1757. 

My  very  kind  Friend: 

This  day  I received  yours  and  it  was  the  more  acceptable 
as  I have  been  very  unwell.  I have  had  a bad  cold  and 
fever ; it  did  not  leave  me  for  48  hours  and  gave  me  much 
pain  indeed,  but  is  gone  off  again  ; thank  God  for  his  mercy 
to  me. 

I have  been  in  much  pain  for  some  days  on  account  of 
my  Husband,  for  by  this  time  he  is,  as  I suppose,  near  the 
Land’s  End  of  England,  and  of  course  in  danger  of  being 
taken,  which  I pray  God  prevent ; but  at  this  time  I am  in 
as  much  need  of  the  assistance  of  my  friends  as  I ever  was 
and  I find  myself  very  weak  indeed.  I am  not  able  to  bear 
the  least  thing  in  the  world.  I hope  I have  the  prayers 
of  all  our  friends.  My  Mrs.  Smith  is  gone  out  of  town  on 
a visit  to  Graham  Kerney  as  was,  and  I miss  her  indeed. 
Tier  Daughter  was  well  about  three  days  ago.  My  niece  is 
well,  so  is  Mr.  Dunlap  and  Master  Franky.  Sally  Franklin 
shall  write  to  you  and  I shall  esteem  it  a very  great  favour 
if  you  will  write  to  her  again.  She  is  learning  French.  I 
had  no  desire  of  her  learning  that  language  but  she  desired 
it  herself  and  her  master  says  she  is  a good  girl.  She  has 
been  four  weeks  today  at  it.  She  will  give  you  an  account 
of  it  herself. 

I have  not  seen  C.  Thomson  for  several  days,  he  is  very 
unwell  and  looks  sadly.  I hope  you  are  not  in  any  danger 
of  the  enemy.  What  a deal  of  bad  news  there  is  in  the 
paper  this  week.  I hope  God  in  His  mercy  to  us  will  put  a 
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stop  to  it.  My  love  to  all  the  family  on  both  sides  the  river, 
to  Sister  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Rhoda  Wright.  I was  sorry  to 
mistake  the  name  but  will  inquire.  The  tea  kettle  was  the 
best  cast  I saw,  but  none  of  the  tops  did  fit  better,  and  the 
people  who  use  them  had  tops  made  by  a smith.  They  are 
used  in  all  the  houses  I was  in,  at  Newark  at  Colonel 
Schuyler’s  and  at  Elizabethtown  and  much  liked. 

I am  your  friend  and  servant 

D.  Franklin. 

[From  Mrs.  Franklin  to  Miss  Wright.] 
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No.  IX. 


Philada,  March  14,  1765 

Madam, 

When  our  good  Friend  was  in  Town  I told  him  as  soon 
as  we  heard  from  my  Father  I would  write.  We  have  had 
no  letters  yet,  but  a paragraph  in  the  London  News  by  way 
of  Cork,  has  made  us  all  happy  by  telling  us  he  arrived  the 
10  of  December. 

Mamma  desires  with  me  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Wright  and  all  our  Susquehanna  friends  and  claims  the 
promise  you  made  her  in  a letter  to  Cousin  Dunlap. 

I am,  with  great  respect 

Your  obliged  friend 

Sally  Franklin. 

[To  Miss  Wright.] 
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No.  X. 


[The  body  of  the  following  letter  is  to  be  found  in  Sparks’s  Writ- 
ings of  Washington,  Vol.  IV,  p.  217.  By  the  footnote  it  is  made 
clear  that  exact  copies  were  sent  that  day  (Dec.  14,  1776)  to  several 
Generals.  It  is  reproduced  here  to  permit  the  publication  of  the 
ending  of  the  letter  to  Gen.  Ewing,  then  with  the  Pennsylvania  Fly- 
ing Camp,  which  is  in  Gen.  Washington’s  own  writing.] 

Head  Quarters  at  Keith’s 

December  14th  1776. 

Dear  Sir: 

Lest  the  Enemy  should  in  some  degree  avail  themselves 
of  the  Knowledge  (for  I do  not  doubt  but  that  they  are  well 
informed  of  every  thing  we  do)  I did  not  care  to  be  so  par- 
ticular in  the  General  Orders  of  this  day  as  I mean  to  be  in 
this  Letter  to  you. 

As  much  Time  then  would  be  lost  (in  case  the  Enemy 
should  attempt  crossing  the  River  at  any  pass  within  your 
guard,)  in  first  sending  you  notice,  and  the  Troops  to  wait 
for  Orders  what  to  do,  I would  advise  you  to  examine  the 
whole  River  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  Guard  of  your 
district,  and  after  forming  an  Opinion  of  the  most  probable 
Crossing  places,  have  those  well  watched,  and  direct  the 
Regiments  or  Companies  most  convenient,  to  repair  as  they 
can  be  formed  immediately  to  the  Point  of  attack,  and  give 
the  Enemy  all  the  Opposition  they  possibly  can.  Everything 
in  a manner  depends  upon  the  defense  at  the  Water  Edge, 
in  like  manner  one  brigade  is  to  support  another  without  loss 
of  time  or  waiting  orders  from  me — I would  also  have 
you  fix  upon  some  Central  Spot  convenient  to  your  Brigade, 
but  in  the  rear  a little,  and  on  some  road  leading  to  Phila- 
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delphia,  for  your  unnecessary  Baggage,  Wagons  and  Stores 
that  in  case  your  opposition  prove  ineffectual  these  things 
may  not  fail  into  the  Enemy’s  hands  but  be  got  off  and  pro- 
ceed over  Neshaminy  Ferry  or  Bridge  toward  Germantown, 
agreeable  to  the  determination  of  the  Board  of  Officers  the 
other  day. 

Let  me  entreat  you  to  cast  about  to  find  out  some  person 
who  can  be  engaged  to  cross  the  River  as  a Spy  that  we 
may  if  possible,  obtain  some  Knowledge  of  the  Enemy’s 
situation,  movements  & intentions,  particular  inquiry  to  be 
made  by  the  person  sent  if  any  preparations  are  making  to 
cross  the  River,  whether  any  Boats  are  building  and  where ; 
whether  any  are  coming  across  land  from  Brunswick? 
Whether  any  great  collection  of  horses  are  made  and  for 
what  purpose  &c.  Expense  must  not  be  spared  in  procuring 
such  intelligence  and  will  readily  be  paid  by  me — We  are 
in  a neighborhood  of  very  disaffected  people,  equal  care 
should  therefore  be  taken  that  one  of  these  persons  do  not 
undertake  the  business  in  order  to  betray  us. 

[What  follows  is  in  Washington’s  handwriting.] 

As  your  numbers  are  rather  small,  endeavour  to  show 
them  now  and  then  to  the  best  advantage — an  appearance 
might  be  made  with  those  you  have  as  if  fresh  Troops  were 
coming  in,  and  if  you  stop  all  Intercourse  but  such  as  is  car- 
ried on  to  the  other  side  bv  your  own  permit,  it  will  take  a 
little  time  to  discover  the  deception  and  every  hour  gained 
is  of  service  in  our  present  Situation — 

If  possible  get  some  person  in  to  Trenton — and  let  him  be 
satisfied  if  any  Boats  are  building  at  that  place  and  on  Cros- 
wick’s  Creek 

I am  with  respect  Sir 

yr  most  ob’t  Servt. 

G?  Washington. 

To  Brigadr.  Genl.  Ewing. 
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No.  XI. 


[Capt.  John  Steele,  son  of  Capt.  William  and  Rachel  Carr  Steele, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  Co.,  Penna.,  in  1761.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  ran  away  from  college  to  enter  the  army,  and  was  soon  made 
captain  of  a company  of  veterans  from  Cumberland  Valley.  He  was 
nineteen  years  old  when  the  following  letter  was  written.  Wounded 
at  Brandywine,  he  followed  Washington  through  his  campaigns  until 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  when  Capt.  Steele  was  officer  of  the 
day.  Immediately  after  the  war  he  married  Abigail  Bailey,  of  Lan- 
caster County.  He  frequently  represented  his  district  in  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1809  he  was 
appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  which  office  he  held 
until  shortly  before  his  death  in  1827.  He  wras  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Cincinnati.  He  is  buried  in  the  old  Pine  Street 
Presbyterian  churchyard,  Philadelphia.] 

Dear  Will: 

I have  omitted  several  opportunities  of  writing,  with  a 
daily  expectation  of  seeing  you  and  my  brother  Jake,  which 
I now  cease  to  hope  for,  as  we  have  taken  the  field  for  several 
days  in  consequence  of  a sudden  and  unexpected  excursion 
of  the  enemy,  from  Staten  Island  and  Jersey,  who  have,  fas 
usual)  committed  the  most  cruel  and  wanton  depredations 
by  burning  and  destroying  the  houses  and  property  of  many 
peaceable  and  defenceless  inhabitants ; but  the  most  striking 
instance  of  their  barbarity  was  in  taking  the  life  of  a most 
amiable  lady,  wife  to  Parson  Caldwell  of  Springfield,  who 
left  nine  small  children,  the  youngest  eight  months  old 
which  sat  in  its  Mamma's  lap  a witness  to  the  cruel  murder, 
though  insensible  of  its  loss ; nor  did  their  barbarity  end 
there,  for  after  several  skirmishes  (in  which  it  is  thought 
we  killed  at  least  150  and  a proportionate  number  wounded, 
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together  with  several  officers,  one  of  which  was  General 
Stirling)  they  retired  to  Elizabeth-Town  Point,  where  they 
remained  fortifying  and  possessing  themselves  of  parts  of 
the  town  ; and  ’tis  said  that  two  nights  ago  they  made  an 
indiscriminate  sacrifice  of  all  the  females  in  the  place : — a 
cruel  slaughter  indeed!  Yesterday  a Captain  from  the 
British  army  deserted  to  us,  the  cause  to  me  unknown,  but 
he  is  beyond  doubt  a damned  rascal,  but  it  all  conspires  to 
make  glorious  the  once  dreaded  (though  now  ignominious) 
arms  of  Britain. 

I am  at  present  enjoying  myself  incomparably  well  in  the 
family  of  Mrs.  Washington  ; whose  guard  I have  had  the 
honour  to  command  since  the  absence  of  the  General  and 
the  rest  of  the  family,  which  is  now  six  or  seven  days.  I 
am  happy  in  the  importance  of  my  charge  as  well  as  in  the 
presence  of  the  most  amiable  woman  upon  earth,  whose 
character  should  I attempt  to  describe  I could  not  do  justice 
to,  but  will  only  say  I think  it  unexceptionable:  the  first  and 
second  nights  after  I came  it  was  expected  that  a body  of 
the  enemy’s  horse  would  pay  us  a visit,  but  I was  well  pre- 
pared to  receive  them,  for  I had  not  only  a good  detachment 
of  well  disciplined  troops  under  my  command,  but  four 
members  of  Congress  who  came  volunteers  with  their 
musquets,  bavonets  and  ammunition.  I assure  you  they 
have  disposed  of  a greater  share  of  Spirits  than  you 
have  ever  seen  in  that  body  or  perhaps  ever  will 
see  as  long  as  they  exist.  I leave  you  to  judge  whether 
there  is  not  considerable  mint  due  their  commander.  I only 
wish  I had  a company  of  them  to  command  for  a campaign ! 
and  if  you  would  not  see  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of 
our  army  against  the  next,  I would  suffer  to  lose  my  ears 
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and  never  command  a Congressman  again.  The  rations  they 
have  consumed  considerably  overbalance  all  their  service 
done  as  volunteers,  for  they  have  dined  with  us  every  day 
almost,  and  drank  as  much  wine  as  they  would  earn  in  six 
months.  Make  my  best  love  to  my  dear  sister  Betsy,  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters,  as  well  as  to  all  my  good  neighbors  ; 
but  in  a most  particular  manner  to  somebody  I cant  write 
to  for  fear  of  miscarriage. 

I am  your  affectionate  Brother 

Jack  Steele. 

Head  Quarters,  Morristown, 

June  14th  ’80. 
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